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The companyôs history begins on June 23rd, 1839, 

when Julius Wilhelm Braun buys ñRosen-Apothekeò, 

a drugstore in Melsungen, in Germanyôs 

countryside. 

Today, more than 170 years later, B. Braun is a truly 

global company with more than 39,000 employees, 

revenues around 3.87 million Euros in 2009 and  a 

presence in more than 50 countries, supplying the 

health care market with more than 30,000 products 

from different product lines.

Through its four divisions, B. Braun offers products 
and services to different health segments:

From Germany to the World 

Divisions Speciality

Hospital Care Hospitals

Aesculap Surgery

OPM Home Care Sector and General 

Practitioners 

Avitum Renal Substitution Therapy
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In 1954, Dr. Americano Freire founded Laboratório Americano 

S.A. in Niterói. The lab produced up to 20 containers of basic 

solutions a day, bottled in glass.

In 1959, Dr. Freire contacted B. Braun in Germany after having 

seen large-volume parenterals (LVPôs) bottled in plastic 

containers in German magazines.

In the mid-60ôs, empty 'Plas Braun' plastic containers for 

injectable solutions started to be manufactured in Brazil by a 

third company. Slowly, they came to replace the glass bottles.

As a consequence of know-how transfer, B. Braunôs 

contribution had become more significant and in March 1968,  

Ludwig Georg Braun, at the time general manager of the 

Brazilian subsidiary, took control of  the shares of Laboratório

Americano. In 1970, it became Laboratórios B. Braun S/A.

A new phase began, featuring a high degree of technological 

development in the preparation and control of basic solutions, 

the introduction of a sophisticated amino acid solutions line and 

of a fat emulsion for parenteral nutrition.

Today the company, run by Otto Philipp Braun, is preparing to 

climb to an outstanding position in the Brazilian market and 

within the B. Braun Group, aiming to become a benchmark in 

South America.

Laboratório Americano

B. Braunôs current 

headquarters, in 

São Gonçalo

From Germany to Brazil
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1908 ïCatgut

Sterile, resorbable suture made from sheepós 

intestines

2000 ïMonosyn

Synthetic resorbable suture

Continuous Contribution to the Progress of Medicine 
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1930 ïSterofundin®

Tyrode solution, the basis for all subsequent 

infusion solutions

1998 ïNutriflex® Lipid

A three-chamber bag for parenteral nutrition that 

offers safety and convenience

Continuous Contribution to the Progress of Medicine
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1962 ïBraunüle®

First single piece plastic cannula for continuous 

infusions

1998 ïIntrocan® Safety

First passive safety IV catheter with safety clip 

technology

Continuous Contribution to the Progress of Medicine


